H3750

With this budget, Democrats are not
only making healthcare more afford-
able for all Americans; we are building
a healthier and safer Nation.

HELPING WORKING FAMILIES WITH THE COST OF
LIVING

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise to highlight the signifi-
cant investments we enacted to help
working families with the cost of liv-
ing.

In a time of great uncertainty and
change, people are living paycheck to
paycheck or on fixed incomes. Many
are struggling just to pay basic bills.

Our investments represent a lifeline
for working families. By increasing
funding for childcare, public schools,
and providing high-quality job train-
ing, this bill gives more tools to help
Americans succeed.

Government must serve the people,
not the biggest corporations. We pro-
vided resources to small businesses and
entrepreneurs as they pursue the
American Dream. We invested to con-
nect communities to the internet and
expand access to affordable housing
and homeownership. We strengthened
our core services and tackled the root
causes of rising prices.

One example is by providing $158 mil-
lion to support the production and de-
livery of small- to medium-size manu-
facturers, helping detangle the supply
chain and lower costs to consumers. We
paid for it by cracking down on big cor-
porations and the wealthiest who are
not paying their fair share. This gov-
ernment funding legislation truly de-
livers for the people.

——
OUR SENIORS NEED HELP NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, Martin Luther King famously
said in a speech in Memphis that there
is always a need to act, but especially,
as he noted there at the time, with the
fierce urgency of now.

The fierce urgency of now, as it re-
lates to Social Security, has been un-
derscored by a global pandemic, a glob-
al pandemic that has hit the world and
our country especially hard.

More than 940,000 Americans have
lost their lives. Of those who have per-
ished, over 700,000 of them are over age
65. I bring this to the attention of the
body because COVID has specifically
underscored a problem that existed
amongst our elderly before the out-
break of this international pandemic.
Over 700,000 over the age of 65 have
died. This is the same group that is
worse hit by the effects of inflation.

As you know, Madam Speaker, every-
body who is on a fixed income and has
to marshal their resources understands
how inflation can be crippling. All the
more reason that we need to provide
relief, and relief is on the way. Relief is
on the way with the Social Security
2100: A Sacred Trust Act, currently in
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the process of being marked up in the
Ways and Means Committee.

Our seniors need our help now, as
they struggle both with COVID and as
they struggle being on a fixed income.

The last time that the United States
Congress did anything to enhance So-
cial Security was more than 51 years
ago. Richard Nixon was the President
of the United States, and the cost of a
gallon of milk was 72 cents.

A lot has transpired since then, but
what hasn’t taken place is Congress
and its responsibility to make sure
that Social Security keeps pace with
the changes that are needed. The last
time Congress did anything substantial
with Social Security was 39 years ago,
in 1983. It increased the solvency, but it
did so by cutting benefits and taxing
the elderly.

Social Security 2100 seeks to enhance
benefits, that hasn’t been done in more
than 50 years, and eliminate a burden-
some tax on people who have to work
after they have retired in order to
make ends meet.

I want to especially commend the
Congressional Black Caucus and Mr.
CLYBURN for their efforts in this area,
underscoring, again, and knowing what
happens to people of color.

As Mr. CLYBURN so eloquently says:
Not only is it people of color, but peo-
ple in rural America. All across the
South and all across this country, rural
Americans are forced to live on fixed
incomes that haven’t been adjusted in
more than 50 years. In the midst of
COVID and this inflation, they are the
ones who are hurt the most.

Congress can no longer afford to kick
the can down the road and, once again,
not address the preeminent program
that prevents the elderly from living in
poverty and the preeminent program
that prevents children from living in
poverty. It is time for Congress to act.
It is our responsibility to do so.

As the chair of the Subcommittee on
Social Security on the Ways and Means
Committee, I am proud that Chairman
NEAL and our membership are moving
this legislation forward and onto the
floor. It wouldn’t happen without the
best efforts put forward by Members of
the Congressional Black Caucus, and I
commend JOYCE BEATTY for her efforts
as well.

———
0 1030

FARM BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Louisiana). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
MANN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, in prepara-
tion for reauthorizing the farm bill in
2023, I rise today to deliver the fifth in-
stallment of my farm bill impact series
where I am highlighting various as-
pects of the farm bill that deserve Con-
gress’ awareness and support.

If America is going to thrive, the
people who feed, fuel, and clothe Amer-
ica must thrive.
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The farm bill strengthens our coun-
try’s national security because it
strengthens our food security by sup-
porting the tireless efforts of farmers,
ranchers, and our agricultural pro-
ducers.

Agriculture is a risky business, and
Mother Nature can be a tough business
partner. Almost no other American in-
dustry faces such volatility from forces
like pests, disease, wind, drought, and
fires like the ones in Reno County,
Kansas, and Paradise, Kansas, over the
last few months.

Natural disasters are make-or-break
situations for the people who ensure
that America remains the most food
secure country in the world. That is
why emergency programs within the
farm bill are so critical.

The Livestock Indemnity Program
and the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish provide benefits to pro-
ducers for livestock deaths caused by
disease and adverse weather.

A veterinarian from Ashland, Kansas,
told me that during the Starbuck fire
back in 2017, to which he was an emer-
gency responder, Clark County, Kan-
sas, alone lost 6,000 to 9,000 head of cat-
tle right at the beginning of calving
season.

One producer suffered $1.8 million in
cattle losses during this disaster. The
Livestock Indemnity Program helped
producers who lost cattle in this dis-
aster put their livelihoods back to-
gether.

However, LIP only covered cattle
mortality at the time, not severely in-
jured cattle. Rather than watch badly
injured cattle get euthanized just to
trigger LIP program payments, this
veterinarian helped make changes to
the program that are still in place
today which provide better protection
for producers and their livestock.

These programs, and many more, are
investments in the future of our coun-
try, and they must remain strong in
the 2023 farm bill if America is going to
remain food secure and self-deter-
mining as a Nation.

Natural disasters, diseases, and
weather emergencies, unfortunately,
do happen, and America cannot afford
to have these factors cripple the busi-
nesses of the men and women who keep
us fed, fueled, and clothed.

That is why we need to think care-
fully and critically about the degrees
to which we support emergency pro-
grams within the 2023 farm bill.

I will be back on the floor soon to de-
liver another installment of my farm
bill impact series and highlight more
programs and titles within the bill that
Congress must understand and support
to ensure that agriculture thrives in
America.

———

FUNDING FOR ESSENTIAL
PROJECTS IN ILLINOIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. UNDERWOOD) for 5 minutes.



March 16, 2022

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, as
we celebrate the bipartisan fiscal year
2022 appropriations bill becoming law, 1
am proud to have secured over $10 mil-
lion to fund 10 projects in communities
across northern Illinois.

These essential projects will reduce
wait times for mental healthcare, up-
grade infrastructure to ensure clean
water, make college more affordable
and accessible, support foster youth
and families, and strengthen local
emergency response and community

safety.
Last summer, I visited many of the
organizations that sponsor these

projects to learn more about how these
funds will impact Illinoisans. Independ-
ence Health & Therapy will receive
$60,000 to expand tele-psychiatry hours
and reduce wait times for mental
health services in McHenry County.

The DeKalb County Regional Office
of Education will receive $150,000 to ex-
pand the work of the DeKalb County
Kindergarten Readiness Collaborative
and provide quality early learning op-
portunities to residents of Sandwich,
Sycamore, and Hinckley.

The Lake County Stormwater Man-
agement Commission will receive near-
ly $1.4 million to prevent impending
dam failure of the Sylvan Lake Dam
and protect nearly 500 homes from
flooding and damage.

The Kendall County CASA Program
will receive $200,000 to establish a
CASA clubhouse which will serve the
growing foster youth population by
providing a free, safe location for fami-
lies to meet during court-ordered visi-
tation.

McHenry County College will receive
$825,000 to expand dual credit and dual
degree programs, offering low-cost col-
lege credits to high schoolers across
McHenry County.

The Wauconda Fire Protection Dis-
trict will receive $36,000 to replace a 28-
year-old natural gas emergency backup
generator to power the fire station’s
emergency operations center, which
provides essential services to the 40,000
residents in Lake and McHenry Coun-
ties.

And over $7.5 million is being di-
rected to critical water infrastructure
projects to ensure safe, clean, and sus-
tainable drinking water for residents of
Joliet, Pingree Grove, and Richmond.

From day one, I have worked hard to
bring the voices of the 14th District to
Congress. And as a member of the
House Committee on Appropriations, I
will continue to ensure that our com-
munities’ priorities are reflected with-
in Federal funding.

These projects will create jobs and
improve the well-being of our commu-
nities, and I am so proud to deliver this
$10.5 million investment to my con-
stituents.

This month, the House passed the bi-
partisan Honoring our PACT Act which
would expand healthcare for 3.5 million
veterans exposed to toxic substances
during their service.

As a member of the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, and an original co-sponsor

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

of the bill, I am proud to champion this
historic legislation.

Simply put, the Honoring our PACT
Act is a full accounting for the true
cost of war. When our servicemembers
signed up to defend our country and
our freedoms, we made a promise to
care for them when they returned
home. For too long, we failed to keep
that promise.

By passing this bill, we are upholding
our end of the pact and ensuring every
veteran has access to the care they de-
serve.

The Senate must pass this com-
prehensive toxic exposure legislation
swiftly. Our veterans deserve nothing
less.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 37
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
PROCEEDINGS OF ADDRESS BY
PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR

ZELENSKYY OF UKRAINE

The following proceedings were held
in the Capitol Visitor Center before the
House convened for morning-hour de-
bate:

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR
ZELENSKYY OF UKRAINE

The SPEAKER. Good morning. Good
morning, Mr. President. Good morning,
Madam Ambassador, who is with us

this morning, Madam Ambassador
Markarova.
Mr. President, it is my honor to

present to you the Congress of the
United States, which has great respect
and admiration and appreciation for
your courageous leadership.

Members of Congress, I have the high
privilege and distinct honor of pre-
senting to you the President of
Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

My colleagues, Slava Ukraini. Glory
to Heroes.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

President ZELENSKYY (Speaking in
Ukrainian). Thank you very much.
Madam Speaker, Members of the Con-
gress, ladies and gentlemen, Ameri-
cans, friends, I am proud to greet you
from Ukraine, from our capital city of
Kyiv, a city that is under missile and
airstrikes from Russian troops every
day, but it doesn’t give up. And we
have not even thought about it for a
second, just like many other cities and
communities in our beautiful country
which found themselves in the worst
war since World War II.

I have the honor to greet you on be-
half of the Ukrainian people, brave and
freedom-loving people who, for 8 years,
have been resisting the Russian aggres-
sion; those who give their best sons and
daughters to stop this full-scale Rus-
sian invasion.
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Right now, the destiny of our coun-
try is being decided, the destiny of our
people, whether Ukrainians will be
free, whether they will be able to pre-
serve their democracy.

Russia has attacked not just us, not
just our land, not just our cities. It
went on a brutal offensive against our
values, basic human values.

It threw tanks and planes against our
freedom, against our right to live free-
ly in our own country, choosing our
own future; against our desire for hap-
piness; against our national dreams,
just like the same dreams you have,
you, Americans, just like anyone else
in the United States.

I remember your national memorial
at Mount Rushmore, the faces of your
prominent Presidents, those who laid
the foundation of the United States of
America as it is today: democracy;
independence; freedom; and care for ev-
eryone, for every person, for everyone
who works diligently, who lives hon-
estly, who respects the law. We in
Ukraine want the same for our people.
All that is a normal part of your own
life.

Ladies and gentlemen, friends, Amer-
icans: In your great history, you have
pages that would allow you to under-
stand Ukrainians. Understand us now,
when we need you right now.

Remember Pearl Harbor, the terrible
morning of December 7, 1941, when
your sky was black from the planes at-
tacking you. Just remember it.

Remember September 11, a terrible
day in 2001 when evil tried to turn your
cities and independent territories into
battlefields, when innocent people were
attacked from the air, yes. Just like
nobody else expected it, you could not
stop it.

Our country experiences the same
every day. Right now, at this moment,
every night for 3 weeks now, in various
Ukrainian cities: Odessa, Kharkiv,
Chernihiv, Sumy, Zhytomyr,
Vinnytsya, Mariupol, and Dnipro. Rus-
sia has turned the Ukrainian sky into a
source of death for thousands of people.

Russian troops have already fired
nearly 1,000 missiles at Ukraine, count-
less bombs. They use drones to kill us
with precision. This is a terror that
Europe has not seen for 80 years, and
we are asking for a reply, for an answer
to this terror from the whole world.

Is this a lot to ask for, to create a no-
fly zone over Ukraine to save people? Is
this too much to ask, a humanitarian
no-fly zone, something that Russia
would not be able to terrorize our free
cities?

If this is too much to ask, we offer an
alternative. You know what kind of de-
fense systems we need, S-300 and other
similar systems. You know how much
depends on the battlefield, on the abil-
ity to use aircraft, powerful, strong
aviation to protect our people, our
freedom, our land, aircraft that can
help Ukraine help Europe. And you
know that they exist, and you have
them, but they are on Earth, not in the
Ukrainian sky. They do not defend our
people.
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